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21st Century Scholars



21st Century Scholarship
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21st Century Scholarship

Total Recipients: 21,714 recipients
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21st Century Scholars

• Parents/guardians must enroll student in 7th or 8th grade
– Exception: foster youth may enroll through high school graduation

– Applications are submitted via ScholarTrack 

• Must be U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen

• Must be Indiana resident

• Must complete the Scholar Success Program in high school

• Must graduate high school with at least a Core 40 diploma and at least 
a 2.5 cumulative GPA

• Can only be used for tuition and regularly assessed fees



21st Century Scholars

• Must file the FAFSA by April 15th each year

• Must continue to demonstrate financial need in college

• Must meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

• Must enroll full time
– Unless the student is in the final term of their degree program

– Exceptions also exist during the summer

• Must earn at least 30 credit hours each year to renew



21st Century Scholars

• How is the award created?
– First Year Students

• High School GPA and Diploma Type must be reported in ScholarTrack.

• Student must have filed the FAFSA on time by April 15th.

• Student must pass the Financial Means Test based on their FAFSA.

• Student must have completed the High School Scholar Success Program.

– Renewing Students
• Student must have earned 30 credit hours (between the first term claimed and the end of 12 

months).

• Student must be meeting SAP as determined by their institution.

• Student must have filed the FAFSA on time by April 15th.

• Student must pass the Financial Means Test based on their FAFSA.



21st Century Scholars

• Financial Means Test:
– Beginning with the high school graduating class of 2020, the Commission will begin using 

household size and income on the FAFSA to administer the Financial Means Test for 21st 
Century Scholars. The threshold will be set at 370 percent of the Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL). Like the current process for administering the Financial Means Test, Scholars will 
not have to submit any additional forms to the Commission besides filing the FAFSA.

– Scholars who graduated from high school before 2020 and who are subject to the 
Financial Means Test still will be held to the $24,570 EFC threshold until the 2023-2024 
academic year.

– This change to the Financial Means Test will impact student award offers beginning with 
the 2020-2021 award year.



21st Century Scholars

The 21st Century Scholars program will use income and family size reported on the FAFSA, so students 
and families do not need to submit additional information, other than filing the FAFSA. The 2020-2021 

FAFSA will use 2018 income, so 2020 graduates will use their 2018 income information to determine 
financial eligibility. Below outlines the maximum income by family size for 2020 graduates: 

Family Size 370% of the 2018 Federal Poverty Level 

1 $44,918 

2 $60,902 

3 $76,886 

4 $92,870 

Add $15,984 for each additional family member 

Students who exceed the maximum income amount are no longer eligible to receive the 21st Century 

Scholars. But, students may receive a one-time award of up to $2,500. 



21st Century Scholars

• Students who never used 21st will be offered a $2,500 award still, but will no longer 
be eligible for 21st in future award years. The students will remain enrolled in 21st 
until the end of the award year they were first removed; once that award year end 
at award expiration, ScholarTrack permanently removes the student from 21st (they 
won’t appear as a Scholar on the files any longer).

• If the student previously received 21st, but then in a subsequent year is removed 
due to the means test, the same process described above occurs except the student 
will not be offered the $2,500 one-time award.



21st Century Scholars

• Household size will be pulled using the “Parents’ Number of Family 
Members” (ISIR Field #94) for dependent students and “Student’s 
Number of Family Members” (ISIR Field #128) for independent students. 

• Household income will be pulled using “FISAP Total Income” (ISIR Field 
#329).

• We will be subtracting Veteran Noneducation Benefits (ISIR Field #62 
and #129 for dependent students, just #62 for independent students) 
from FISAP Total Income. 



21st Century Scholars

• On the Information Files, the “21st – Subject to Financial Means Test” field will be 
“Y” for any Scholar who enrolled in the 2011-2012 application year or later with an 
income application (not the foster care or legal guardianship applications). Because 
Pell Eligibility can change from year to year, these students will appear as “Y” if 
otherwise subject to means testing, but will not be removed from the program so 
long as their Pell Grant Eligibility Flag = Y regardless of their FISAP Total income.



• How is the award amount determined
– Covers full tuition for public institutions
– Covers partial tuition at private and proprietary institutions

• The scholarship amount at a private institution is the average of tuition and regularly 
assessed fees of the four-year public institutions in the state of Indiana. 

• The scholarship amount at a proprietary institution is the equivalent of what is offered to Ivy 
Tech Community College students.

– If the student would qualify for a larger Frank O’Bannon Grant amount, then 
the 21st Century Scholarship is increased to match the Frank O’Bannon Grant 
amount.

• How to claim or refund the award
– Via the Awards Widget on the Student Details page;

– Via the Claim File, which you can request directly through ScholarTrack.

21st Century Scholars



21st Century Scholars

• Fast Track:

– First, Second, Third Award Years: Complete 30 credits in current 
award year and then attempt at least 6 more credits, or enroll in a 
highly accelerated degree program.

– 25%, 50%, or 100% larger award offer in current award year

– Students will use 25, 50, or 100 additional eligibility units based on 
enrollment status (25 for half-time, 50 for full-time, 100 for “double 
time”). 



• Beginning in 2020-2021, Scholars who graduated high school in 2019 or 
later must complete the College Scholar Success Program

• Each year, Scholars must complete the following activities:
– College Engagement activity (Summer Bridge, First-Year Experience, Campus 

Involvement, etc.)

– Career Preparation activity (Informational Interview, Professional Resume, Internship, 
Student-Faculty Research, etc.)

– Identify a Mentor/Champion

College Scholar Success Program



College Scholar Success Program



Order of Aid Application 

• Order of Aid Application:
1. Private/Institutional Grant Aid or Scholarships Specifically for Tuition and Fees
2. Tuition Assistance (TA) from U.S. Army and Other Branches
3. Frank O’Bannon Grant, 21st Century Scholarship, Adult Student Grant
4. Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefits (Chapter 33)
5. National Guard Supplemental Grant/Extension Scholarship
6. Tuition and Fee Exemptions for Children of Disabled Veterans and Public Safety 

Officers (CVO)
7. William A. Crawford Minority Teacher Scholarship
8. Next Generation Hoosier Educators Scholarship
9. Mitch Daniels Early Graduation Scholarship
10.Other Grant Aid or Scholarships
11.Workforce Ready Grant
12.Student Loans



Frank O’Bannon Grant



Frank O’Bannon Grant

Total Expenditures: $150,487,551
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Frank O’Bannon Grant

Total Recipients: 37,871 recipients
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Frank O’Bannon Grant



• Students may receive a Base award, Student Performance Incentives, 
or a combination of a Base Award + Student Performance Incentives 
based on their FAFSA and GPA, Credit Hours earned, and/or whether 
they have earned an Associate Degree prior to enrolling in a 
Bachelor’s Degree Program.

• Students may not be eligible for a Base award based on EFC but can 
still receive Student Performance Incentives if they demonstrate 
some financial need.

Frank O’Bannon Grant



Frank O’Bannon Grant

• Academic Honors Incentive:

– First Award Year Only: 

• Graduate high school with Academic or Technical Honors diploma.

– Second, Third, Fourth Award Years: 

• Earn at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA through end of previous award year.

– Students may still receive this incentive even if they are not eligible 
for a Base award.



Frank O’Bannon Grant

• Associate Degree Incentive:

– First, Second, Third, Fourth Award Years: Earn an associate degree 
before enrolling in bachelor’s degree program. 

– Students may still receive this incentive even if they are not eligible 
for a Base award.



Frank O’Bannon Grant

• Accelerated Schedule Incentive:

– Second, Third Award Years: Complete at least 39 credit hours during 
the last award year.

– Students may still receive this incentive even if they are not eligible 
for a Base award.



Frank O’Bannon Grant

• Fast Track:

– First, Second, Third Award Years: Complete 30 credits in current 
award year and then attempt at least 6 more credits, or enroll in a 
highly accelerated degree program.

– 25%, 50%, or 100% larger award offer in current award year

– Students will use 25, 50, or 100 additional eligibility units based on 
enrollment status (25 for half-time, 50 for full-time, 100 for “double 
time”). 



Frank O’Bannon Grant

• How is the award created?
– First Year Students

• Student must have filed the FAFSA on time by April 15th, and demonstrate 
financial need based on their EFC generated by the FAFSA. 

– Renewing Students

• Student must have earned at least 24 credit hours (between the first term 
claimed and the end of 12 months).

• Student must be meeting SAP as determined by their institution.

• Student must have filed the FAFSA on time by April 15th.

• Student must continue to demonstrate need based on the EFC generated by 
the FAFSA.



Order of Aid Application 

• Order of Aid Application:
1. Private/Institutional Grant Aid or Scholarships Specifically for Tuition and Fees
2. Tuition Assistance (TA) from U.S. Army and Other Branches
3. Frank O’Bannon Grant, 21st Century Scholarship, Adult Student Grant
4. Post 9/11 GI Bill Benefits (Chapter 33)
5. National Guard Supplemental Grant/Extension Scholarship
6. Tuition and Fee Exemptions for Children of Disabled Veterans and Public Safety 

Officers (CVO)
7. William A. Crawford Minority Teacher Scholarship
8. Next Generation Hoosier Educators Scholarship
9. Mitch Daniels Early Graduation Scholarship
10.Other Grant Aid or Scholarships
11.Workforce Ready Grant
12.Student Loans



Mitch Daniels Early Graduation 
Scholarship



Mitch Daniels Early Graduation Scholarship

• Students complete the application for the MDEGS in ScholarTrack via 
their Student ScholarTrack account.

• Students must also file a FAFSA by the Mitch Daniels Early Graduation 
Scholarship application deadline. 

• Students are awarded $4,000 and the full amount must be claimed in 
the Fall semester. The amount is not restricted by Cost of Attendance. 
The Mitch Daniels Early Graduation Scholarship must first be used 
toward student’s educational costs, and any remaining funds shall be 
remitted to the students. 



Mitch Daniels Early Graduation Scholarship

• The Indiana Department of Education reviews all MDEGS apps submitted.
• The program requirements are as follows:

– Must be an Indiana resident and a U.S. Citizen or eligible non-citizen
– Applicants must have had legal settlement (as defined by IC 20-18- 2-11) in Indiana for at least 

the last two semesters prior to graduating from high school.
– Must have attended a publicly supported high school on a full-time equivalency basis for at least 

the last two semesters before the student graduated.
– Must have been awarded a minimum of a Core 40 high school diploma by the end of grade 11, 

including any summer course work completed by July 1 of the year of graduation.
– Must not have been enrolled in a publicly supported high school for any part of a fourth year 

(grade 12).
– Must enroll as a full-time, degree-seeking student at an eligible institution not later than the fall 

semester (or its equivalent, as determined by the Commission) in the academic year immediately 
following the year in which the student graduates from high school.

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/020/#20-18-2-11


Questions?



Website

https://www.in.gov/che/4503.htm

Email

CollegeFA@che.IN.gov

33

Contact Us

https://www.in.gov/che/4503.htm
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